BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA.                 139
probability that more would follow, added, " Ma-CHAP.xxn.
dhoo Singh has not, I am informed, the means of
supplying his troops, and he is reduced to great dis-
tress for want of provisions. If he should not suc-
ceed in making peace with his brother, it is to be
feared that he may place himself at the head of his
rabble, and commence a system of plundering which
is not likely to be confined to the Bhurtpore coun-
try." This is indeed a natural step in the progress
of an Indian adventurer disappointed in the attempt
to establish a more respectable authority. At the
time when this communication was made, the fact
had indeed ceased to be matter of expectation; for
Madhoo Singh's troops had paid a visit to a village
belonging to the Rajah of Alwar, and relieved the
inhabitants from the care of every article of property
that admitted of ready transport.
The situation of Bhurtpore, and the dangers with
which that situation was fraught to the territories
of the British government, as well as to those of its
allies and dependents, now pressed strongly on the
attention of the governor-general in council; but
their views as to the proper line of policy were
not unanimous* Three members of council, Mr.
Fendall, Mr. Harrington, and the commander-in-
chief, Sir Edward Paget, recorded their opinions in
favour of the interference of the British government,
as well with reference to its own security, and to
the probability that the prolongation of disturb-
ances in Bhurtpore might kindle the flame of war
throughout Rajpootana, Malwa, and Delhi, as to